
Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 1 

 

 
Dear Broome Students & Families, 
 
The month of February has been filled with 
wonderful performances, recognitions and 
programs.  We began the month by celebrating 
our selection as one of four schools in the 
country to receive the Gaston Caperton 
Opportunity Award.  The award was presented 
by the College Board based on our increased 
AP scores, increased SAT scores, increased 
graduation rate, increased first generation 
college going students and increased minority 
participation in the AP program.  This award is 
special because it reflects the hard work of all 
of our students, staff and community.   
Eryn Rogers, WSPA News Reporter, was our 
guest speaker at our Black History Month 
program.  Her message was very inspiring and 
motivated our students to do their best at all 
times and that education is something that 
can’t be taken away.  Our band & chorus 
performed for the students during the 
assembly. 
Broome High School’s College and Career Fair 
was a huge success.  We had over 85 
representatives from local colleges, universities 
and businesses.  During the fair our rising 9th 
grade students were given tours of the building 
and visited with college and business 
representatives.  The middle school students 
then were treated to an assembly in the District 
3 Community Auditorium.  Our guest speaker 
was Donnie Thurman.  Mr. Thurman travels 
around the country encouraging students to 
work hard in school and set goals for success in 
the future. 
The registration process for the 2016-17 school 
year will begin in late February.  Our team will 
be sharing registration information with 
middle school parents.  The MSP meeting is at 
6:00pm on 2/23.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The CMS meeting is at 6:00pm on 2/25.  We 
encourage all 8th grade students and parents to 
attend these meetings.  Broome students will 
begin the registration process on March 8th.   
Our guidance staff will go over the registration 
selections during each student’s Individual 
Graduation Plan (IGP) meeting.  Please take 
advantage of these meetings to be certain that 
students sign up for the most rigorous courses 
available.  We are happy to announce that we 
will add a new Advanced Placement course 
next year.  AP Human Geography will be the 
first AP course that 9th grade BHS students are 
allowed to take, if they meet the requirements.  
Please discuss this option with your child’s 
teachers and counselors.  We will also discuss 
this new course during our registration 
meetings. 
We have many upcoming events and we 
encourage you to support our students by 
attending as many events as possible.  Please 
check our website for dates and times.   
Please call on us if we can ever be of assistance. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 

 
 

 

The Principal’s Voice 

Voice 

I 
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Dental Services 
 

Tooth decay/cavities is the number one 
chronic disease of children in the United 
States.  Ninety percent (90%) of all tooth 
decay occurs in the biting surfaces of the 
back teeth.   

To help with the prevention of tooth 
decay/cavities, Health Promotion 
Specialists provided Registered Dental 
Hygienists who visited Broome High 
School for several days during January.  
The hygienists cleaned student’s teeth, 
applied fluoride and placed sealants on 
teeth.   Dental sealants have been 
proven to not only prevent decay, but to 
also stop decay from growing.  

Broome High School had 53 students to 
take advantage of this service which can 
be paid in full by Medicaid or SCHIP.  If 
the student is covered by other dental 
insurance, Health Promotion Specialists 
will file the bill for the student.  Any 
amount of the service not covered by 
insurance can be paid directly by the 
parents/guardians.   

At the beginning of each school year, 
parents/guardians receive a form from 
Health Promotion Specialists offering 
this service.  If you wish for your child to 
receive this service, complete, sign and 
return the form to the school at the 
beginning of each school year. Your 
child may qualify for this service if 
he/she does not have a regular dentist 
and has not had a recent cleaning or 
fluoride treatment.   

Please help in reducing the number one 
chronic disease of children in the United 
States. 

 

 

Mentoring Lab 
 

Students in Broome High School’s 
Mentoring Program recently traveled to 
Converse College to tour the college 
campus and to attend a luncheon with 
their college mentors.  Twenty students 
experienced daily life on a college 
campus and participated in two 
workshops: “Selfie” and “College 101.”  
The Selfie Workshop was presented by 
Leigh Lanford, Converse Admissions 
Director.  Ms. Lanford incorporated 
ideas from Dove’s Self Project, a 
program that empowers and develop 
self-esteem in young women.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The students learned how negative 
feedback on social media posting can 
have a negative impact on one’s self-
esteem.  The day concluded with 
students creating positive affirmation 
posters which are on display in 
Broome’s Mentoring Lab. 
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Administration 

 
Preparing Your Student for 
Testing 
 

Parents, often times educators are 
asked, “What can I do, as a parent, to 
help prepare my child for testing.”  In 
March, our juniors will be taking the 
WorkKeys.  “WorkKeys is a job skills 
assessment that helps employers select, 
hire, train, develop, and retain a high-
performance workforce.” 
(www.act.org/products/workforce-act-
workkeys/)  The WorkKeys has 3 
sections, Applied Mathematics, Reading 
for Information and Locating 
Information.  Last year all juniors were 
required to take the ACT.  We believe 
that will be the same this year.  In May, 
students in English 1, Intermediate 
Algebra, Mathematics for the 
Technologies 2, Biology and US History 
will be taking the appropriate End-of-
Course Test (EOC).  So, what can we do 
to help students prepare for these 
assessments? 

 Attendance is key.  Students need 
to be in class.  The more direct 
contact your student has with his 
or her teacher, the better prepared 
they will be for the assessments. 

 Encourage your student to have 
good study habits.  Good reading 
skills factor heavily in a timed test, 
so encourage reading as much as 
possible.  What they read is a 
choice, but even comic books or 
magazines will help with fluency 
and comprehension.   

 Relax and be positive.  
Encouragement is a powerful tool.  
Keep up with your student’s 

grades and classwork and 
encourage them to always do their 
best.  Good test-takers are 
confident, committed and at ease. 
Help your student develop these 
skills in their daily school work.   

 Most students who struggle on 
testing days are those that did not 
get enough sleep or eat a good 
breakfast.  Know when the test is 
given and make sure your student 
gets enough sleep and has a good 
breakfast at home or at school.   

 We do not expect people to 
become excellent athletes or 
musicians overnight.  Good test 
takers are developed in much the 
same way – they need practice.  
The school is currently helping 
students prepare for the WorkKeys 
and ACT.  Second block teachers 
are providing a WorkKeys 
“question of the day.”  Ask your 
student about the question and 
how he or she did.  All students 
are encouraged to participate in 
“ACT Wars:  The Students 
Awaken.”  This is voluntary 
program where students may 
compete for prizes by taking a 
four-question test every week.  The 
questions are ACT questions.  
Every week the students can login 
on their tablets to take the test.  
They may join the Edmodo group 
to see the weekly answers.   

Working together, we can help all of 
our students do their best on any 
standardized test.   

 
 

 

 

http://www.act.org/products/workforce-act-workkeys/
http://www.act.org/products/workforce-act-workkeys/
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Sports 

 
Athletic Signing 

 

Zach Burdette signed a football letter of 
intent to play ball with Limestone 
College on Wednesday, February 3, 
2016. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senior Night – Girls’ 
Basketball 
 
 
 
Seniors Taylor Gossett, Raven Woodard, 
Aluntra Crosby and Mayra Garcia before 
their last regular season game versus 
Union County.  The girls fought hard to 
get a 47-46 win. 
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Scholar Athlete 
Award 
Ansley Hodge was the recipient of the 
Founders Federal Credit Union Scholar 
Athlete of the Week presented by the 
Spartanburg Touchdown/Tip-Off 
Club.  Ansley is an 11th grader who is 
playing her 3rd year on the Broome 
varsity girls’ basketball team.  As a team 
captain and starter, she leads the team 
in points, steals, rebounds, blocks and is 
tied with the highest 3 point 
percentage.  Ansley is also ranked in the 
top 5 of her class with a GPA of 
4.960.  Congratulations Ansley! 

 

 

All in Award 
 

English teacher Dr. Dalene Parker has 
been named Broome High School's All-
In Award recipient for the first semester 
2015. Dr. Parker was nominated by her 
peers who described her as a 
"remarkable person and a dedicated 
teacher" and an "encourager (who) sets 
high expectations expecting students to 
behave and always produce their best 
work." 

Dr. Parker teaches English and creative 
writing and sponsors the school's 
literary magazine, Insights and 
Echoes. She is loved by her students and 
her peers and always seeks to find the 
best in others and to help those in need. 

Congratulations, Dr. Parker.   

 

 



Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 6 

Gaston Caperton 
Award  

 
Gettys D. Broome High School has been 
named a 2015 Gaston Caperton 
Opportunity Award school by the 
College Board for providing 
underrepresented students with the 
support they need to succeed 
academically. Gettys D. Broome is one of 
one of four high schools nationwide to 
receive the award in 2015 and will 
receive a $25,000 award to apply 
toward programs that encourage more 
students to attend college.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Career Fair 
 
Broome High School’s annual College 
and Career Fair was held on February 
12, 2016.  Eighty Five representatives 
from local colleges, universities and 
businesses attended the event providing 
valuable information and resources to 
students.  
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Science 

BroomeBotics 

Spring 2016 
 

 
 

20’ Champions 
Sam Epps and Austin 

Smalley 

Time: 2.4 seconds 

(New School Record) 
Requirements: Design, build, program, 

and test a robotic car using gears to 
travel twenty feet in the fastest time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Math 
 

   This month, Mr. Schult’s Probability 
and Statistics classes worked on a group 
project to find the “meanest” student in 
the school.  The students started by 
collecting data from 24 students each.  
They were required to ask students of 
both genders and from all 4 grade levels.  
The students then got into groups and 
pooled their data together.  They were 
asked to calculate out the mean, median, 
mode, standard deviation and variance 
for height, weight and age.  They were 
also asked to find the mode for hair 
color and eye color.   
   After completing the lab calculations, 
the students were then tasked with 
drawing their version of what the 
“meanest” student looks like.  They used 
the mean height, mean weight, mean 
age and the mode for hair color and eye 
color to draw out a representation of the 
most average student at Broome.   
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JROTC 
 
Ambassador of Peace 
Recognitions Held 
 

 
 

Twenty two men were recognized, 
Thursday, January 28, 2016, with the 
Republic of Korea Ambassador for Peace 
Medal in a ceremony held at the District 
Three Community Auditorium. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Mr. Sungchan Kim and Mr. Seungwon 
Hong represented South Korea in the 
presentation of the medals.  Recognized 
were Ralph Arthur, Lew Ballenger, 
Everette T. Bedsworth, Bobby Burke 
Bryant, Lewis L. Dawkins, James 
Ronald Gibson, John Eddy Gowan, Jack 
Guest, John M. Hammett, Lewis A. 
Hawkins, P. Kasler  Hughes, Ron D. 
Kichline, Eddie Logan, Rev. Bobby M. 
McFalls, Bobby Oglesby, Charles T. 
Phillips, Clary Smith, Henry J. Story, 
John G. Threadgill, Richard J. 
Vanwagoner, Charles Edward Weber, 
and Bill Willis. 
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Yearbooks 
Information 

 
Congratulations to the following 
seniors who were named 2016 
Superlatives. Be sure to check them 
out in this year’s yearbook! 
 
MOST INTELLECTUAL 
Dylan Chesebro & Jessica Minor 
 

BEST LOOKING 
James Hall & Kelly Collins 
 

BEST DRESSED 
Dallas Harris & Brisia Duran 
 

FRIENDLIEST 
Bryce Mitchell & Brooke Wilkins 
 

MOST DEPENDABLE 
Mac Smith & Kayla Parker 
 

FUNNIEST 

Devin Fuller & Lois Hade 

 

PRETTIEST EYES 
Seth Bolton & Mary Ksor 
 

MOST DRAMATIC 
Cody Roemhild & Tatiana Weeks 
 

MOST LIKELY TO BE ON 
AMERICAN IDOL 
Kordell Hemphill & Ashley Moore 
 

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED 
Sam Epps & Michaela Mabry 
 

MOST ATHLETIC 
Dazhon Jackson, Brooke Whitaker, 
Kelsey Parker, and Raven Woodard 
 

MOST SCHOOL SPIRIT 
Cody Brown & Mayra Garcia 
 

MOST CREATIVE 
Braxton Huskey & Kerry Fowler 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SAT     3/5/16 
 
Band Booster Meeting 3/8/16 
 

Registration        3/8/16 
thru 3/31/16 

 

Senior Ring Delivery   
Sophomore Makeup  3/14/16 
 

Parent/Teacher   
Conferences   3/17/16 
   
Parent/Teacher    
Conferences   3/22/16 
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2015-16  
SPARTANBURG COUNTY 
SCHOOLS  
EMERGENCY WEATHER 
PROCEDURES 
  

The school district cannot guarantee the 
safety of road conditions at any time. 
The district administration makes the 
decision whether or not to operate 
schools. Parents must make the decision 
whether or not to send their children to 
school during bad weather conditions.  
When ice or snow causes hazardous 
driving conditions, the district will 
operate schools only when roads are 
safe. School officials begin checking road 
conditions in the evening before if 
needed and about 4:00 a.m. on the 
school day in question. Many times, 
however, conditions cannot be 
determined until two to three hours 
later because snow or ice often occurs at 
daybreak. When possible, a decision will 
be made early - usually before 6:00 a.m. 
Once a decision is made, we notify radio 
and TV stations, and their 
announcements are usually aired 
immediately and during their news. The 
announcement is usually repeated 
frequently until the normal time for 
school to begin. Our district will also 
use our Rapid Alert system and 
new phone app to notify parents as 
soon as a decision is made. Our 
district will also use our webpages, 
Facebook, and Twitter. Employees 
are also notified by e-mail.  
If a decision to close schools cannot be 
made by 5:30 a.m., a school opening 
may be delayed for an hour or more. If a 
school opening time is delayed, our staff 
may not be at the schools until the 

announced time. Therefore, students 
may not be brought to school until the 
announced opening time.  
When the district and schools close due 
to weather conditions, students and 
parents are requested to help school 
personnel and the local radio/TV 
stations to communicate accurate 
information as early and as quickly as 
possible. The radio and TV station staff 
are anxious to cooperate with the 
schools in making these 
announcements.  
A. GENERAL DISTRICT PLAN:  
1. District officials will request that local 
radio and TV stations broadcast the 
decision no later than 6:00 a.m. The 
district will also announce via our new 
phone app, webpages, Facebook, and 
Twitter.  
2. District officials will request that the 
media make announcements as often as 
possible. Students, parents, and other 
interested persons are asked not to 
telephone school personnel so the 
district may have the telephone lines 
open so that those employees 
responsible for making the decision can 
communicate with each other. In past 
weather emergencies, our 
announcements of a decision have been 
hampered because of excessive 
telephone calls.  
3. If a home does not have a radio or TV, 
the student or family member should 
arrange to get the information from a 
relative or friend.  
 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 


